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Friend and Members of the FSCNS: 
 
What a tremendous year it has been 
for Scottish culture in Nova Scotia!  
Indeed, twelve months ago the mem-
bers of both the Federation Executive 
and the Organizing Committee of the 
2007 International Gathering of the 
Clans were busy with preparations for 
our quadrennial celebration of Nova 
Scotia’s Scottish-cultural identity.   
From the comments and compliments 
that the Executive has received after 
each of the 62 events we facilitated be-
tween April and October, it is clear 
that the 2007-IGC was a resounding 
success. 
 

Credit must be paid where credit is 
due.  Mel Baird, Tom Brown, Jean 
Watson, Bill Sutherland, Helen 
MacRae, Carol Dobson, Audrey Man-
zer, Lindsay Rankin, Sheila Mac-
Donald and Rob MacLean are all to be 
commended for the professionalism 
and dedication to excellence that en-

sured that the 
IGC-2007 was a 
success.   With-
out them, there 
would not have 
been an Inter-
national Gath-
ering of the 
Clans in 2007.  
My friends, the 
members of the 
Federation owe 
each of you spe-
cial thanks for a 
job very well 
done.  Failte!   
 

Furthermore, I cannot emphasize how 
much I appreciate the singular dedica-
tion that our members and our mem-
ber-organizations give to the promo-
tion of our culture in terms of time and 
resources.  Without hesitation, mem-
bers of the Scottish Community in 
Nova Scotia demonstrate their dili-
gence to the advancement of our cause 

Tom Wallace President 
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Inside this issue: 

THE BROADSWORD 

The  Fe de r a t i o n  o f  Sc o t t i s h  C l a ns  i n  N o v a  Sc o t i a  N e w s l e t t e r  
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Winter storm (Noel) caused the post-
ponement  of our Annual General 
Meeting in early November. Driving is 
always a question at this time of year 
in NS,  but good fortune prevailed and 
business was conducted   in Truro on  
November 17th. 

Our thanks to all who changed sched-
ules to attend.  Names and contact 

numbers for incoming executive mem-
bers are listed on page 2 of this issue.  

Featured above – one view 
from Cape Breton’s High-
land Village Museum 
http://museum.gov.ns.ca/hv/  

Correspondence: 
FSCNS Secre-
tary 
Steve Tennant 
PO Box 477 
Lower Sackville  
NS B4C 3G4           
secretary@scotsns.ca 



The Dartmouth & District Pipe band has been in ex-
istence since 1965, having been formed to create a 
band for Centennial Year.   
  
Since then we have grown in size and now have 3 
competitive bands (Grade 2, Grade 4 and our novice 
Grade 5 band).  As well we have a parade band and a 
school of piping and drumming, for children aged 8-
19, approximately 100 members in all. 

 
On Octo-
ber 24 we 
held our 
A n n u a l 
A w a r d s 
ceremony, 
at which 
time we 
celebrated 

our most recent Grade 2 and Grade 4 ACPBA 
(Atlantic Canadian Pipe Band Championships), as 
well as our Grade 2 
band placing 4th in 
North American Pipe 
Band Championships 
and our Grade 4 band 
placing 2nd.  As a re-
sult, our Grade 4 
band is being pro-
moted to Grade 3 this 
coming season.   
 
Inquiries, contact: 
 
Arlene White 
462 8890 452-7473 
(PIPE) 
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Above: Band members pause 
on Citadel Hill during the Hali-
fax PipeFest in July 2007 
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Officers of the 
Federation of Scottish Clans in Nova Scotia 
 

President: Tomas E. S. Wallace             252-2653 
          E-mail: president@scotsns.ca  
Past-President: Jean Watson                 864-1994 
1st Vice-President:  Ernie Moffat           835-0051  
2nd Vice-President: Fiona MacLean       863-2233 
Treasurer: Jean Watson                        864-1994 
Secretary:  Stephen Tennant                 463-1642 
Marshall At Arms: Luke  Roy                434-8365 
 

Membership: 
Celeste Henderson, Membership Chair 429-1114 
PO Box 477 Lower Sackville NS B4C 3G4 
 

Directors: 
 

Carol Dobson                                        429-5885  
Ivan Graham                                        826-2143 
Robert Green                                        864 -7789 
David Hope                                           462-4102 
Barry MacDonald                                 678- 7669 
Ian MacLean                                         661-0032   
Gerry MacGillivary       863-3749   or  863- 4229 
Robert MacLean                                   497-8 541 
Audrey Manzer                                    466- 3778 
Albert Matheson                                   865- 5735 
Frances Sutherland                             423-30 95 
Carol Terry                                           453-3563 
 

 
Web Master 
John Benson 
webmaster@scotsns.ca  
 
Newsletter Editor:  
Helen MacRae  
18 Briar Place 
Halifax, NS B3M 2X2 
newsletter@scotsns.ca 
 
THE BROADSWORD is 
published 3 times a year : No-
vember, March & June.
Submission deadlines: Octo-
ber 31, February 28, May 31. 
 
Forward  article and event submissions for upcoming 
newsletters to the editor.  Upcoming event submis-
sions – particularly time sensitive dates – should be 
forwarded to the web master for posting on line. 
 
Membership Dues: (Sept 1 – Aug 31 year end)  
Individual: $15.00   Clan $30.00 
Includes newsletter 3 per year to President & 
Clan Representatives. 

Since 1979, Nova 
Scotia has hosted the 

International Gath-
ering of Clans every 

4 years. Plan now  to 
join us for the 2011 

celebrations! 

READERS ARE ASKED TO BEAR WITH US DURING 
THE TRANSITION FROM OLD TO “INTERIM” TO 
THE UPCOMING NEW BROADSWORD LAYOUT  



 

tish heritage.  Expect more unique social and cultural 
events in the year to come. In closing, I hope that you 
enjoy this 
latest edi-
tion of “The 
B r o a d -
sword.”  I 
wish to ac-
knowledge 
the consis-
tent effort 
put forth by 
our editor, 
H e l e n 
M a c R a e .  
As well, 
Helen wel-
comes addi-
tional con-
tent.  If possible, foward your submissions to her elec-
tronically at: newsletter@scotsns.ca. 

 

 

From my family to yours, I wish each of you Peace, 
Wealth, Health and Happiness during this Holiday 
Season and in the year to  come.  
Merry Christmas and Happy Hog-
manay!   
 
Yours, aye. 
Tom 
 

Left: Tom Wallace accepts a financial 
gift to FSCNS from The Scots: The North British Soci-
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Because of the Federation’s increased visibility 
within the Scottish community, the Federation con-
tinues to grow, both in terms of members and in 
cultural relevance.  At the same time, we have en-
hanced the lines of communication between our or-
ganization and other Scottish-cultural organiza-
tions operating within the province.   In the future, 
these strategic alliances will become increasingly 
important as we move on to new projects.  Already, 
the groundwork is being laid to organize an inter-
national Celtic conference within the framework of 
the 2011 International Gathering of the Clans.  
More details will be release through 2008 and be-
yond . 

And while 2008 is not a “Gathering Year” we will 
not be resting on our laurels.  There is much work 
to be done, there are more projects to realize, and 
best of all, we should all be having fun participat-
ing, developing and promoting our collective Scot-

The Glengarry Inn was the site for an enjoyable 
evening that drew folks  to this highlight event of 
the 2007 IGC in August.  



Mel Baird of Dartmouth was named the FSCNS 
"2007 Scot of the Year".  Mel has been very active in 
Scottish cultural life for many years.  In 1986 he 
joined the Clan Baird Society, becoming their presi-
dent in the late 1990's.  Shortly thereafter, he be-
came active within the Federation.  Mel was elected 
to three terms as President, serving during the Inter-
national Gathering of the Clans (IGC), in 2003.  He 
has been a great supporter of Scottish Culture in 
Nova Scotia, serving the members of the Federation 
in many capacities.  Most recently, Mel chaired the 
2007 IGC Committee, bringing together a diverse 
group, in order to guarantee success.  The FSCNS 
extends heartfelt congratulations and best wishes to 
Mel and his wife, Myrna. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

and 

Right: Scotland’s 
Lord Jamie Sem-
ple (left) visits with 
members of Clan 
Farquharson dur-
ing the Halifax 
Highland Festival 
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as Chair) at its annual general meeting in Septem-
ber.  
Also the Dartmouth Seniors' Service Centre held a 
Community Leadership Recognition Dinner at the 
Holiday Inn, on October 25, at which time Audrey 
was named an Outstanding Community Leader - one 
of five honourees for Long-standing Community 
Leadership. 

Congratulations, Audrey.  

The Scots: the North Brit-
ish Society presented Au-
drey Manzer with the 
First Volunteer of the 
Year Award for services 
to the Scottish commu-
nity, especially the Hali-
fax Highland Games and 
Scottish Festival (nine 
years on the Organizing 
Committee and five years 

Right: President Tom Wallace presents Mel Baird wit h the 2007 
Scot of the Year Trophy d uring the FSCNS AGM  in N ovember2	
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Members are invited to 
send a copy of  

clan newsletters to: 
 

Editor- FSCNS Newsletter 
 18 Briar Place 

 Halifax NS B3M 2X2 
 

 



Would you like to share your favourite points of 
view? Electronic submission in jpeg format preferred, 
or mail a copy of your photo, with a brief write up,  to 

the editor. With enough entries, 
each issue will showcase a location 
in Nova Scotia. We think FSCNS 
members know all the “best” spots. 
If you’re willing to share your point 
of view,  let us  hear from you.  

We’d like to showcase the diversity of 
Nova Scotia within the pages of The 
Broadsword. On page one of this issue 
you’ll find a scene from Cape Breton’s 
Highland Village Museum in Iona.  A 
small picture, but accompanied by a 
link to the Museum web site, online 
visitors can find the Highland Village 
and other places of particular interest. 
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A flagship 
event during 
August activi-
ties for the 
International 
Gathering of 
the Clans took 
place in beau-
tiful Annapo-
lis County. 

“In 1629, Scotland established its first colony in 
North America at present-day Annapolis Royal, 
an expression of Auld Scotia’s aspiration to cre-
ate a ‘New Scotland’,” Tom Wallace says. “The 
s e t t l e -
m e n t , 
known as 
Ch ar les-
fort, was 
named in 
honour of 
the king. 
Co lo n ia l 
promoter, Sir William Alexander,hoped that 
Nova Scotia would be England’s response to Vir-
ginia and Massachusetts Bay colonies. The set-

tlement venture 
was short lived, 
however, and 
the Scottish pio-
neers were re-
moved when 
Nova Scotia was 
ceded to France, 
paving the way 
for French colo-
nial expansion and Acadian settlement.  

“Archeological activity in the 1900’s proved that 
Charlesfort had existed on the site of Fort Anne. For 
this reason, Parks Canada, moved the Charlesfort 
memorial from Port Royal, where it stood for 80 
years.” 
 

The Annapolis District Board of Trade, Parks Can-
ada and the Federation of Scottish Clans in Nova 
Scotia worked together to commemorate this very 
significant event in Nova Scotia’s Scottish history. 
The event began with a parade through the town of 
Annapolis Royal. After the rededication, entertain-
ment and a barbeque on the grounds of Fort Anne 
were enjoyed. 

(L-R)Honorable David Morse, Minister of 
Natural Resources, Marie-Colombe Robi-

chaud, Société acadienne historique Baie-Ste-



Thousands of Scots were forced to leave their home-
land and many others chose to leave to improve their 
life. 

More than 20,000 Scottish Loyalists came to 
Nova Scotia in 1783, doubling the existing 
population. Later, about 14,000 of this group 
settled along the Bay of Fundy and into the 
St. John River region. This volume of immi-
grants caused the British government to cre-
ate the colony of New Brunswick in 1784. 
Also in 1784, Nova Scotia was divorced from 
Cape Breton Island and two British colonies 
described Nova Scotia. Thirty-six years later, 
in 1820, the colonies remarried and I guess 
they have been happy ever since.  

Once a land title was given, it was very diffi-
cult to enforce what must be done with it. 
Scheming individuals plotted to have their 

land cleared and roads and bridges built without 
ever giving ownership to the settlers as promised. 

This problem wasn’t solved in PEI until 
1873, a hundred years later (when) com-
pensation was given to ancestors of the 
Loyalists by an act of government. 

In Nova Scotia, the British government 
promised the following: 100 acres of free 
land to every Loyalist household head; an 
additional 50 acres of free land for each ex-
tra family member and even more land to 
those who held a military rank. 

The British government also provided free 
food rations for many years to these Nova 
Scotia Settlers. As well, they provided free 
tools and building materials to help clear 
and settle their land. 
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generation of ownership of the estate. It 
covers farmland, moorland, forest and 
mountain, and is managed by the Far-
quharsons as an integrated family business 
with interest in conservation and preserva-
tion of a viable community. The farm store 
is open to visitors.  www.finzean.com  

Several paintings of “The Painting Laird”, 
Joseph Farquharson  1846-1935, can be 

Editor Jean Watson writes: I have been in touch with 
Catriona Farquharson, who helps run the Fin-
zean Estate in Scotland. This is a huge estate, 
some several thousand acres. 

Those of you who are familiar with the paint-
ings of Joseph Farquharson will be happy to 
know that many of the scenes are his own es-
tate at Finzean. Known as “The Painting 
Laird”, and well-loved as a Victorian artist, his 
meticulous snow scenes still sell wold-wide as 
reprints. The Farquharson family is in the 
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Halifax Region Comissioner, Dennis Macdonald, writes abou t Scottish immi-
gration to Nova Scotia in the Halifax Region fall newslet ter.  Excerpts re-
printed with  consent.  

Excerpts from The Cairngorm Echo Newsletter, reprinted with consent. 

Clan Lamont hosted their annual Memorial Service  at Fultz 
House in Lower Sackville 

“Ni h-eibhneas gan 
Chlainn 

Domhnaill…”  
 

It is no joy without 
Clan Donald 



For our vacation and anniversary this year, we chose 
to go home. Home of course, being the home of my 
ancestors; Morayshire, Scotland. 
 
In 2003 my wife and I were married at Dalhousie 
Castle. At that time I did not have all of the informa-
tion I needed to track down the home of my progeni-
tors, but I knew that someday I would. 
That someday came much sooner than 
I would have imagined. 
 
I was soon able to  make a very com-
plete paternal lineage back 10 genera-
tions to about 1650. The stories I was 
able to glean from my Logan past were 
incredible. I needed to go home; now 
that I knew where home was. The old-
est surviving grave marker for my fam-

ily was my 6th Great 
Grandfather, Rev. Robert 
Logan, father of the man 
who founded my home 
town, Sheet Harbour. 
 
Robert is interred in the 
cemetery in Rafford, 
where he was the local 
pastor. Local parishioner, 
Maureen Mackintosh, met 
us in Rafford, and showed 
us around the cemetery and the Kirk, which was 
built during the 1800’s. She then introduced  us to 
Mr. Dick, who resides in the old manse. He was kind 
enough to show us around and even pointed out the 
remains of the manse where Robert would have lived 
during the 1700’s.  I made it home. 

carry a Quaich with them. A more romantic Quaich 
had a double glass bottom in which was kept a lock of 
hair, so that the  owner could drink to his lady love. 
In 1589, King James VI of Scotland gave Anne of 
Norway a Quaich or “Loving Cup” as a wedding gift.  

(The 1911 Encyclopedia Britannica ascribes the 
quaich to having been inspired by the low silver 
bowls with two flat handles frequently used as bleed-
ing vessels in England and Holland in the 17th century.) 

The Quaich (pronounced “quake,” from the Gaelic 
word “Cuach”) is a drinking vessel of 
considerable antiquity. It is a uniquely 
Scottish invention, having no apparent 
connection to any other European 
drinking vessel and was used to offer a 
guest a cup of welcome and also as a 
farewell drink, usually a dram of 
whisky. Travellers were known to 
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 	3he Reverend Norman McLeod and his flock settled in Wai pu, New 

Zealand, after leaving St. Ann’s, Cape Breton, via P ictou in the mid-1880’s. This excerpt is from Bob MacKe nzie’s visit to 
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countless artifacts brought by the settlers from Nova 
Scotia, the most interesting a whisky still brought by 
a “Captain/Smuggler” Mackenzie. He came from 
Nova Scotia on the Spray in 1857, and, given the 
strong tenets of Rev. McLeod against alcohol, 
McKenzie’s keeping a 10 gallon copper still with 
curled “worm” about 12’ long hidden during a five 
month voyage, must have been quite a feat. We lo-
cated the graves of Rev. Norman, his wife Mary, and 
their children. I was touched to see so many of the 
tombstones (reading) “Born in St. Ann’s... Born in 

Waipu is about a three hour drive north of Auckland 
on a beach more than 20 miles long. We were struck 
by how different it must have been for the followers 
of Rev. McLeod arriving after five 
months at sea. In the middle of town the 
Nova Scotia flags are flying everywhere 
and there is a 20-foot granite monument 
to Duncan and Murdoch MacKenzie. 
Duncan was the owner of the ship High-
land Lassie  and Murdoch was her cap-
tain. In the Waipu museum there are 

This is the valour 
of my ancestors. 
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Going Home to Rafford, Morayshire  
By Frank Logan, Dartmouth, NS 
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Submitted by the Wallace  Association, which is  a non- political Charitable body – visit: www.wallace700.org    
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INTERESTED IN JOINING FSCNS? 
 

A FSCNS Membership Form on line in PDF for-
mat. 

 

Contact information for membership is on page 2 
of this newsletter, and on the downloadable PDF 

file form. 
 

 

      MITTENS AND TOQUES 
By  

Andy Watson 
 

                 Small           $4.00     
                  Medium        $6.00        
                  Large            $8.00 
                     
                  Shipping $2.00/pair 
             Telephone 902-864-1994  

What a complete contrast to last year when the Ceremony 
was within 5 minutes of cancellation due to a heavy 
shower of rain. This year, the day was warm and the sun 
shone throughout the Ceremony, making it a pleasant day 
for both spectators and performers. A late and very wel-
come addition to the Ceremony was the choir of Palmer-
ston Road Church, Aberdeen. Musical Director, David 
Emele, was a sight to behold as he enthusiastically exalted 
his fellow Nigerians to renditions which were the match of 
any Welsh choir. Their singing and participation was 
much appreciated, and we hope they will return in the fu-
ture. Mike Gibb's excerpt from his play, "Mother of All 
the Peoples", was beautifully performed by the cast and 
their performance left us with a wish to see the full per-
formance. The school Pageant returned after a year’s ab-
sence and reminded us how good it is to see children enjoy 

themselves 
in an enter-
taining and 
enthusias-
tic per-
formance 
of Charles 
B a r r on ' s 
p l a y l e t . 
The chil-
dren from 
Albyn and 

Ferryhill Primary Schools were a credit to both their teach-
ers and their parents. Loirston Drama's performance, of 
the "Declaration of Arbroath", under the direction of Brian 
McDonald was colourful, symbolic and well  

received . A special 
word of thanks to 
Dorothy Anderson  
for her logistical 
support and to Lord 
Provost Stephen, 
our newest member, 
for laying the 
wreath. Our thanks 
to "Schiltron" for 
the use of their cos-
tumes and armour, our Convenor Rev. Dr. Henry Sefton, 
who gave the annual Wallace Address. A summary of his 
speech is on page 9. Many thanks to the Kintore and 

Portlethen Pipe Bands, all contributors, Emsley 
N immo, 
an excel-
lent M.
C., Rev. 
S tephen 
T a y lo r , 
Barbara 
A n n -
Burnett, 
Margaret 
and Jo-

seph Vieira and all the background workers for making 
this a memorable day.  Far Left and Right: Primary pu-
pils of Ferryhill and Albyn schools showing plenty of en-
ergy in their entertaining performance of the life of W illiam 
Wallace.  
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On 7th July 
1307, the 
H a m m e r 
stopped ham-
mering. Ed-
ward Planta-
genet, King 
of England, 
though nick-
named Long-
shanks by his 
subjects, was 
better known 
as, “the Ham-
mer of the 
Scots”, as he 
h a m m e r e d 

away at Scotland from 1296-1307. Henry then out-
lined how fanatical Edward had become explaining 
that on reaching Burgh-by-sands on the English 
side of the Solway 
firth he realised 
that he could go no 
further and that 
death was near. He 
summoned his son, 
Edward, Prince of 
Wales, to his bed-
side and made him 
promise to boil his body in a cauldron, separate his 
bones, wrap them in a bull’s hide and that they be 
carried at the  head of the army every time they 
tried to subdue Scotland. Prince Edward ignored 
his father’s wishes and took the body intact to West-
minster abbey where it remains to this day. In 1774 
the tomb was opened and the corpse measured 6ft 
2ins. Edward was indeed Longshanks. Edward was 
a remarkably successful soldier. When a Crusader, 
he had re-captured Nazareth from the Turks, he 
had subdued Wales and covered it with castles, but 
he could not conquer Scotland, though he very 
nearly did because of the disunity and the divided 
loyalty of most of the great Nobles, but to his dis-
gust he failed. The reason he failed was, of course, 
William Wallace who was also a big man and a born 
leader and a charismatic man who inspired great 
loyalty, but also much jealousy. Above all, he was a 
patriot.   

Continuing, Henry stated that there was little 

doubt that there was personal animosity between Ed-
ward and Wallace, which accounted for the appalling 
treatment of Wallace, who after his capture was 
treated as a traitor, when he should have been treated 
as a prisoner of war.  
 
Branded as an outlaw, no defense was allowed at the 
show trial in Westminister Hall. Wallace protested  
that he could not be a traitor because he had never 
sworn allegiance to England, but John Balliol  had 
conceded that Edward was overlord of Scotland and 
his concession included all Scots and, of course, 
Wallace himself.  

In the closing of the address, Henry said that Edward 
may have thought that Wallace’s death would have 
scared the Scots into submission, but instead it had 
the opposite effect. The Scots found a new unity under 
the leadership of Robert Bruce, who had been inspired 
by Wallace’s life and even more by his death. Wallace 
was a big man, much bigger than Longshanks the 
English King, but more than that, he was a great man, 
whose name is honoured all over the world. 

Wallace was no plaster saint but he is an icon of free-
dom and national aspiration. It is no small  measure 
due to him that we have survived.  

THE 2008 COMMEMORATION CEREMONY 

 

Rev. Dr. Henry R. Sefton 
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Your favourite spot or castle may be painted for yo u! 

 .

Jean MacKaracher-Watson 
902-864-1994 

jean.watson2@ns.sympatico.ca  
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“Edward may have thought 

that Wallace’s death would 

have scared the Scots into 

submission, but instead it 

had the opposite effect.” �

Scottish Country  Dancing – Halifax 
 

Thurs. evening –  St. George's Round Church church hall  
on Maynard St. Cost is $5.00 per night.   You don't need a 
partner, because it is a social dance and we mix. You are 
welcome to come and try it out. Contact: Shirley McIntyre  
Email:   mcintyre.shirley@gmail.com 



To the gorse and the heather 
And the fine misting weather, 
To the bracken and burns of the Brae; 
From the hearth of my heart 
And the flame it imparts 
Do I sing to the Scots, “Scots Wha Hae”! 
 
To the lochs and the loames 
And the Crofter’s fresh scones, 
To the skirl of the pipes on the Moor; 
Where the sheepies  graze free 
From the bogs to the lea, 
And Highland blood runs strong and sure! 
For the wee bonnie lass 
And the stout bonnie lad 
That herald and hold to their name; 
Who kilted may stand 
for their Saltaires own land, 

And sing proud the song of their Hame. 
To the red deer and pheasant 
And the white swans so pleasant 
To the Lion gone rampant for prey; 
Regain you your flower 
From the ruins of this hour, 
 
And shout from the Great Glen today…. 
Your thistles and sword 
Remain fondly adored, 
And none will his badge betray; 
Go swift, God-speed now 
With all hands to one plow, 
And sing to the Scots, “Scots Wha Hae”! 

 

Ruth Westland  4/22/2007 
 

             Ruth was one of 600 pipers visiting  N S for the Halifax       
PipeFest. She met Tom Wallace during the IGC and Ha lifax 

Highland Games in July.  
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Piper Ruth Westland wrote the following poem upon her re turn to the USA from Scotland earlier this year.  

Images courtesy Alex Ingram,   http://www.lochcarron.tv/ default.asp  

eighteen years only) that allows the reader to come to a much 
more personal understanding of both the individual and 
idiosyncratic characteristics of the Highland Scots.   All this 
is set against the backdrop of a unique corner of the 

Gaìdhealtachd and in a specific point in 
history that proved so pivotal in the evolution 
of their identity and sense of belonging.  The 
vast majority of the actual dialogue is in 
Gaelic (with translations for English readers) . 
Purchase A Stone On Their Cairn  through 
Glenmargaret.com and/or  
Chapters.ca 

Although categorized as historical fiction, the book is more a 
psychological  / sociological study of a small Scottish 
community in the Highlands of Cape Breton at the turn of 
the 19th and 20th centuries.  It chronicles their lives by 
weaving together the myriad of elements 
that reflect who they are in a very intimate, 
penetrating and, oftentimes, amusing 
manner.   
In some respects, the novel is 
groundbreaking in its approach: it covers 
an extremely short period of time (some 

“I believe that in so many ways 

A Stone on Their Cairn / Clach 

air An Càrn is less historical 

fiction and more contemporary 

non-fiction;  it is very much who 

and what we still are. “ Author  
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Weaver? Writer? Painter? Quilter? Piper? Fabric 
designer? Wood Carver? Singer? Herbalist? 

Do any of the above describe your activities 
(when not working or pursuing life’s other in-
terests)? If so, we’d love to hear  about the joys, 
frustrations, hardships and achievements you 
enjoyed while pesuing a hobby (or livelihood) 
that has an association with Scottish heritage 
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and explain how others with a like 
interest might follow in your foot-
steps.  For instance, Scotland is 
known for its Border Collies and 
their herding abilities. Herding has 
been and remains an activity found 
in Highland and Lowland Scotland 
alike. What are you up to these 
days? 



Long before herding dogs 
attain the level of skill 
shown by Hilary Flower’s 
Border Collie (upper right), 
they must be introduced to 
sheep, evaluated as having 

innate herding “instinct” and begin the journey from 
green and unskilled to “working dog” . A skilled 
herder understands the job, 
partners willingly with the 
shepherdess and earns the 
respect of sheep – a  tall or-
der that many  cannot meet. 
Last fall, my 16-month old 
Belgian Tervuren, Deli, hav-
ing been assessed to have 
“instinct” during an evaluation three months earlier, 
was “raring to go”. Charged with energy that she had 

no idea how to harness, Deli chased, split and raced 
around three sheep, scattering them to the paddock 
fences. Thanks to  insightful direction by the instruc-

tor,  and to generations of 
working dogs in Deli’s line-
age,  I witnessed the trans-
formation from raw instinct 
to her  incorporation of new 
commands and direction to 
apply controlled pressure on 

the sheep (my direction, her action, their reaction 
and her follow-up). Deli 
had found the magic – 
she had “felt the balance ” 
between shepherdess, 
sheep and herself. Truly 
a superb start! 
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We are looking for any and all support for our Pipe 
Major, Willie McNeil.  Please see note from our Ways 
& Means Coordinator.  Please consider joining us if 
possible for a celebration on behalf of Willie. –  Arlene 
White, Past President Dartmouth & District Pipe 
Band. 
 

 Willie, whom many of you will recall as Dartmouth 
Pipe Band's Drum Major, was severely injured at 
Peggy's Cove when, while he was warning someone 
else about dangerous wave activity, a rogue wave 
swept him off the rocks with the waves and current 
battering him against the rocks causing extensive 
bone breakage to his lower body.  Willie is currently in 
hospital and it is thought he will remain there for the 
next 3 months or so. While he is lucky to have sur-
vived, the poor lad is in for a long recuperation period 
as extensive physiotherapy will be required.  There-
fore, to help ensure his mind stays focussed on healing 
and getting better, the Dartmouth Pipe Band, the 

Scottish Lion and friends will be holding a 
fundraising Ceilidh at the Celtic Corner Pub 
on Sunday Dec. 16, 2007 beginning at 3:00 pm. 
We'll have an open mic situation then, as part 
of Celtic Corner's regular scheduled December 
programming, Glen Graham begins playing at 
5:00. It should be a great time! We will be ask-
ing for a goodwill offering at the door, doing a 

ticket draw, selling tickets on a basket of goodies 
from the Scottish Lion collecting donations of stock-
ing stuffers (wrapped or unwrapped, anything sweet, 
cookies, magazines, personal care items, socks, 
gloves etc.) which we'll stuff into a huge stocking 
and deliver to Willie as a Christmas present. Please 
bring your instruments, a bit of cash and/or a stock-
ing stuffer (wrapped or unwrapped) 
and join us for a great time! —  
Willie's Christmas Elves 
arlenewhite@eastlink.ca  
 
In the mid-90’s, 
a visiting col-
league enjoyed 
her tour of 
Peggy’s Cove 
until I (having 
been distracted 
while changing 
camera film) 
screamed like a 
banshee to draw 
my Montreal 
visitor away  
from rocks overlooking  the water’s edge. The next day, a 
young couple was swept off those boulders – sadly, 
only one person was rescued. – Editor  



Study could boost Gaelic language 
Greg MacNeil 

Cape Breton Post  - Reprinted with consent  
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SYDNEY — An international authority on minority 
language rights is leading a six-week study that 
hopes to reverse the decline of the Gaelic language. 

The work of Gaelic-speaking Canadian Rob 
Dunbar, now working with the University of 
Aberdeen, is expected to help provincial 
Gaelic students benefit from other minority 
language groups currently reversing lan-
guage decline worldwide.  

The program was launched in recent weeks 
by FIOS, an independent, non-profit society, 
established to support Nova Scotians actively 
engaged in learning Gaelic. 

"The Gaelic Community in Nova Scotia is not 
the only community dealing with language 
loss," said Shamus MacDonald, chair of 
FIOS. 

"People have been working on this issue for 
years and years. They've made some important head-
way. There are communities that have reversed lan-
guage loss and actually now have growing numbers of 
learners." 

Dunbar's study will look at a number of different 
communities in a similar situation as the provincial 
Gaelic community.  

"He is going to ask 'what did they do in order to re-
verse language loss?' I'd expect him to make some 
recommendations based on those findings." 

The group FIOS, whose name — roughly trans-
lated — means information in Gaelic, has undertaken 
an evaluation of Gaidhilig aig Baile courses in col-

laboration with the 
Nova Scotia Office of 
Gaelic Affairs. 

Students from 15 
communities were 
consulted to identify 
program strengths, 
weaknesses and pri-
orities for the fu-
ture. 

This information, and 
Students are all ages and from many 

communities – are you a Gaelic 
speaker? 

"This will give us a strong foundation. We'll all be 
on the same page, working from the same 
information and we can distribute it to the commu-

nity.” 

Angus MacLeod, President of the 
Atlantic Gaelic Academy (AGA), has 
announced the successful start of the 
AGA program. 
 
“We are now into the fifth week of 
classes and we are all very pleased with 
how things have gone”, said President 
MacLeod.  “We have had nothing but 
positive comments from both students 
and teachers alike. 
 
Seventy-five percent of the students are 
from the Maritimes. The other students 

are from other Canadian Provinces, the 
United States, and from other countries 
such as Korea, Spain, and Bermuda, 

which results in a 
positive revenue 
inflow into the 
Maritimes.
President Mac-
Leod said, “Most of 
all I am happy 
with the reaction 
from the stu-
dents and the significant progress they are making.  
I am teaching some of the classes myself, so I am 
seeing the results first-hand, and the other teachers 
feel the same way. It is heartening to see students, 
with no previous Gaelic at all, reading, writing, and 
speaking some Gaelic within a few weeks of 
starting the program; and best of all enjoying it.” “I 
have been involved in many Gaelic programs over 
the years and find the AGA program to be one of 
the most effective I have encountered”. 

Media Contact: Angus MacLeod, Ph#902-453-

Gaelic learners in Nova 
Scotia now connect with 
children in Scotland 

Seventy-five percent of the students 

are from the Maritimes. The other 

students are from other Canadian 

provinces, the United States, and 

from other countries such as Korea, 

Spain, and Bermuda  

Gaelic Language Workshop 
  

Sgoil Ghàidhlig an Àrd-Bhaile, the Gaelic Language 
Society of Halifax, is holding a Gaelic language work-
shop (Total Immersion Plus / Gàidhlig aig Baile) on 
Saturday, Feb 2, from 9:00am to 4:00pm. Cost - $25  

Lunch and tea/ coffee will be provided. 



Sincere congratulations to our Gaelic friends in Nova Scotia 
that recently made the first ever Gaelic film in North Ameri ca. 
 

Isn't it great that Gaelic film has appeared on each side of the 
Atlantic within the span of a year! I was at the gatheri ng at 
Eden Court (Inverness, Scotland) on Saturday where the folks 
from Cape Breton were present - those who made the film 
"Calum MacLeod's Wake". The film is only 8 minutes in leng th 
and only two days were employed to film it (in Cape Breton), 
but it is very good and very Gaelic. 
 

The main actor, Angus MacLeod, isn't yet an old man, but it 
was explained to me that he was raised in a home where Gaelic 
was  spoken.  And there were young children speaking  Gaelic 
in the film - although it seems that two of them went to Gael ic 
school in Scotland for a short period of time. 
 

The panel (that was assembled) debated the fate of Gaelic fil m 
in future. I hope that the people of Nova Scotia have proved to 
us that thought should be on cooperation between both our 
countries for the creation of a larger film. And I hope that it 
won't be long until we see another film that follows 
Seachd" (The Inaccessible Pinnacle)   
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Gaelic short film made 
European premiere  
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 SCOTS PROVERBS  
First published in 1750 

 

A good tongue’s a fafe weapon. 
A good word is as foon faid as an ill. 
A good tale is no the war to be twice tald. 
A good name is fooner tint than won. 
A good fellow is a coftly name. 
A graining wife and a grunting horfe ne’er fail’d their m after. 
A green turf’s a good good-mother. 
A green wound is haf hale. 
A green yule makes a fat kirk-yard. 
A great roofer was never a good rider. 
A greedy eye never got a good pennyworth. 

This  eight-minute, short film  shot in Cape Bre-
ton in the spring of 2006 was screened at a prestigiou s Scottish film 

festival in  November.  
 

Kathleen Reddy forwarded  the following  note from  
Lewis MacKinnon at the Office of Gaelic Affairs: 
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Step Dance Classes Starting January 15th  
Beginner 1&2 Cape Breton Step Dance   Time : 7:00-8:00 pm   
Fee: $110 for a 10 week course  Dartmouth  – Queen Street Studi os  

Inquiries: Essa  Lynch    edlynch@smss.com 

Would you like to an update on what has 
been happening in the Nova Scotian Gaelic 
community over the past several years? 
  

A meeting for the Halifax Gaelic community 
was held  on Saturday, December 1, at St 
Thomas Aquinas Church Hall, Cornwall 
Street, Halifax. In 2002, community meet-
ings were held across in Nova Scotia to dis-
cuss the future of Gaelic language and cul-
ture in the province. The results of this his-
toric public consultation process were far-
reaching effecting change at both the com-
munity and government levels. 
 
 

This year, Comhairle na Gàidhlig (The 
Gaelic Council of Nova Scotia), in collabora-
tion with Oifis Iomairtean na Gàidhlig (The 
Office of Gaelic Affairs), is holding a series 
of public meetings to update communities 
on the progress that's been made in the last 
five years and to  talk about plans for the 
future.  
 

For additional information and upcoming 
dates for 2008, or to be placed on a contact 
list for updates, 
 
 

Contact: Kathleen Reddy at 483-6508 



a number of events at the Gaelic College in Ste 
Anne’s, and there were Scottish Art Show and Craft 
Fairs.  Thistles and Fleur de Lys, the rededication of 
the Charlesfort Monument recognizing the early 
Scots in the Annapolis Royal area of Nova Scotia, 
was done in Fort Anne, Annapolis Royal.  This  event 
sponsored by Parks Canada was MC’d by Tom 
Wallace, our Federation president.  Some of these 
events were very successful.  Others were hit with 
bad weather.  Still others failed to catch the imagina-
tion of the public.  However, in a year when the 
Province was noting the problems of attracting tour-
ists, we were successful in bringing visitors to Nova 
Scotia.  One of those visitors was the Vice President 
of the Council of Scottish Chiefs  who was here to see 
how we did things since Scotland is  supposed to be 
holding a Gathering in 2009. 
 
A side benefit of our activities in promoting and coor-
dinating the International Gathering is that the Fed-
eration has attracted attention here in Nova Scotia 
and some Scottish organizations, other than Clans, 
have been signed up as members, and quite a num-
ber of individual memberships have been sold.   
 
Mel Baird   IGC Chair        
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The purpose of the International Gath-
ering of the Clans in Nova Scotia in 
2007 was to celebrate Scottish culture 
in Nova Scotia and to bring visitors to 

the Province to share in that celebration.  To that 
end in excess of 60 events were scheduled during the 
period between 4 April and 13 October and the invi-
tation was passed both here in Canada and around 
the world.  Of these events, 30 were initiated par-
ticularly for the International Gathering and as a 
result, there were activities from Yarmouth to Cape 
Breton. 
 

The Official Opening and Flag Raising took place in 
Pictou on 5 April as part of the Pictou Tartan Day 
ceremonies and the Official Closing and Lowering of 
the Flag took place on completion of a concert and 
speeches at the Highland Village Museum in Iona on 
13 October.  Between these events were the usual 
Highland Games and Festivals with a wide variety 
of other activities such as four different Kirkin’ o’ the 
Tartans,  Receptions by the Lieutenant Governor of 
Nova Scotia, the Mayor of Halifax Regional Munici-
pality, and The Federation of Scottish Clans in Nova 
Scotia, and special recognition by The Royal Nova 
Scotia International Tattoo Pipefest 2007 gave the 
Clans the opportunity to march through HRM in the 
company of 600 pipers, while the Burns Club of Hali-

fax gave the public 
the chance to hear 
poetry and song from 
Robert Burns in the 
park beside his 
statue.  In Yarmouth 
there were readings, 
ceilidhs and other 
activities.  In Truro 
there was a Scottish 
Day with a number 
of activities, and the 
Federation’s Scottish 
Dinner and Dance 
followed in the even-
ing and there was a 

Left: President Tom Wallace thanking Michael MacNeil  
(right) and Dolena MacKinnon (centre) for the tremendou s 
work that the Clan MacNeil (Atlantic Provinces Branch ) 
had done coordinating the activities and entertainment  of 
the Closing Ceremonies of the International Gathering of  
the Clans.  Clan MacNeil received special recognition  in 
front of the standing-room only crowd at the Highland Vil-
lage Museum on October 13, 2007. 
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Each November 30th, Scots and their descendants 
around the world celebrate the feast of the patron 
saint of Scotland, St. Andrew the Apostle. St. An-
drew's Day (or the Feast of Saint Andrew) is well-
marked in Nova Scotia, and Scottish societies and 
associations across the province have been actively 
participating in this well-established Scottish custom 
during the past few days.  
 
As with most Scottish activities, St. Andrew's Day is 
celebrated with those articles and comestibles associ-
ated with "the auld sod" ... the kilt, the tartan, the 
pipes, traditional music, traditional dance, tradi-
tional victuals, and just as important, traditional li -
bations. 
Reflect on St. Andrew. Remember our heritage. Cele-
brate our Scottish culture! 
 
Slainte mhor agus a h-uile beannachd duibh! 
Good health and every good blessing to you! 

 
Yours, aye. 
 
Tom Wallace, 
President 
Federation of 
Scottish Clans in Nova Scotia 
 
Saint Andrew was one of Jesus's original disciples, th e 
brother of Simon Peter and a fisherman by trade, who 
lived in Bethsaida in Galilee (in present-day Israel .) He 
was originally a follower of St.John the Baptist until he  
was called to follow Jesus. After Jesus's crucifixion an d 
subsequent resurrection, Andrew travelled widely in G reece 
and Asia Minor, preaching as he went and making con-
verts to the new Christian religion. Eventually he fel l foul 
of the Roman authorities who were trying to stamp out the 
new religion, which refused to worship the Emperor as a  
god, and he was crucified on a diagonal cross in Patras  in 
southern Greece and buried there. 
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Find An Rubha – Our Newsletter – on line 
http:// museum.gov.ns.ca/hv/index.html 

Above: GC Closing Committee members 
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On Wednesday evening, 28 November, 2007 I at-
tended the St. Andrew’s Night dinner hosted by the 
Scottish Society of Colchester at the Best Western 
“Glengarry” Inn, in Truro.  This is an annual event 
to which the Society members look forward with 
great anticipation each year.  This year I was pleased 
to be invited as The Chair of the International Gath-
ering of the Clans in Nova Scotia in 2007, and privi-
leged to be seated at a table with Merle Chisholm, 
the President of the Society and his wife, along with 
the Mayor of Truro, the Reeve of Bible Hill, Frances 
Langille, Marjorie Bulmer, and the guest of honour, 
The Honourable Mayann E. Francis, Lieutenant 
Governor of Nova Scotia. 
 
The Lieutenant Governor, wearing tartan, was most 
appreciative as Ron Robertson addressed the haggis 
and she noted that she is partial to this delicacy.  She 
appeared to enjoy chatting to those seated with her 
and on completion of an excellent meal she offered 
the toast to Her Majesty the Queen. 

 
After a dissertation on the subject of St. Andrew by 
Rev. Donald Sutherland and an excellent presenta-
tion on the contribution of the Scots worldwide by 
Edward Sampson as he proposed the toast to Old and 
New Scotland, it was the turn of the Colchester 
Highland Dancers to entertain.  Her Honour was 
provided a special chair to view the dancing.  On 
completion of some fine performances, the three 
dancers presented Her Honour with a beautiful bou-
quet, and she in turn, presented them with pins. 
 
The evening finished with a Scottish singalong led by 
Greg Langille.  After singing Auld Lang Syne it was 
handshakes and farewells with everyone agreeing 
that it had been a very fine evening.  Certainly it 
was one that I very much enjoyed. 
 
Mel Baird 
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The Prince, whose Scottish titles include Duke of 
Rothesay, Earl of Carrick, Baron of Renfrew, Lord of 
the Isles and Prince and Great Steward of Scotland, is 
likely to oversee the weekend’s events at Holyrood 
Park and the Clan Pageant on the castle esplanade. 

 
His Royal Highness Prince Charles is to be Patron of 
The Gathering 2009 over the 2 days.  
 

http://www.clangathering.org/ 

The Gathering 2009 will be one of the major events 
of Homecoming Scotland. 
 
It is primarily a celebration of the contribution that 
the clans have made to the culture and history of 
Scotland, and will be one of the largest clan gather-
ings ever witnessed. A series of unique events is be-
ing designed to commemorate the occasion. It is es-
timated that there will be over 80 clan tents, with 
over 7500 clan members from around the world.  



1/2 tsp baking powder 

1/2 tsp baking soda 

1/2 tsp salt 

1 tsp vanilla 

 

Cream shorten- ing and 
sugars together. Add egg 

and mix well. Add flour, coconut, 
rolled oats, baking powder, bak-
ing soda, salt and vanilla. Drop by 
teaspoonful onto greased cookie 
sheet; flatten. Bake in moderate 
oven until browned. 

From “Favorite Receipes Old and 
New” FSCNS Cookbook 

1/2 cup shortening 

1/2 cup brown sugar 

1/2 cup white sugar 

1 egg, beaten 

1/2 cup sifted flour 

1 cup coconut 

1 cup rolled oats 

The Scotsman's  
Dental Appointment 

 

(Contributed) 
 

A Scotsman phones a dentist to en-
quire about the cost for a tooth 
extraction. 
 
"£85 for an extraction, 
sir" the dentist replied. 
 
"£85!!! Huv ye no'got 
anythin' cheaper?" 
 
"That's the normal 
charge," said the dentist . 
 
 "Whit aboot if ye didnae 

use any anaesthetic?" 
 
"That's unusual, sir, but I could do it 
and knock £15 off.” 
 

 "Whit aboot if ye used 
one of your dentist train-
ees and still without an 
anaesthetic?" 
 
 "I can't guarantee their 
professionalism and it'll be 
painful. But the price 
could drop to £40.” 
 
"How aboot if ye make it a 

trainin' session, ave yer stu-
dent do the 

extraction with the other students 
watchin' and learnin'?" 
 
 It'll be good for the students,” mulled 
the dentist. "and it's going to be very 
traumatic, but I'll charge you £5." 
 
"Och, now yer talkin' laddie! It's a 
deal," said the Scotsman. 
 
 "Can ye confirm an appointment for 
the wife next Tuesday then?" 

 

Combine coconut, flour and bak-
ing soda. Blend sugar and corn 
syrup. Add rum then flour mix-
ture. Bake at 350 degrees F, until 
browned. 

                  Jean Watson  

From “Favorite Receipes Old and 
New” FSCNS Cookbook  

1/2 cup brown sugar 

3/4 cup coconut 

1/4 tsp baking 
soda 

2 Tbsp corn syrup 

1 cup flour 

1/2 Tbsp rum 

For Snow Balls , roll ingredients 
into ball and then in coconut. 

3  cups rolled oats 

1 cup coconut 

1 1/2 cups sugar 

4 Tbsp cocoa 

1 tsp vanilla 

1/2 margarine 

1/2 cup milk 
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                                                             Our Purpose 
  

�    To foster and maintain the Scottish culture and the Gael ic language in Nova Scotia. 
� To provide a focal point for Clan organizations in Nova Scoti a and to respond to their 
      requirements. 
� To represent the Clan organizations in dealing with government s at all levels, other  
      Scottish groups, other cultural groups, and the pub lic. 
� To provide a coordinating function for major Scottish events s uch as the  
      International Gathering of the Clans in Nova Scotia.    

MacLeod  
MacMillan USA 
MacNeill 
MacRae 
MacTavish 
Matheson 
Moffat 
Murray 
Ramsay 
Ross 
Stewart/Stuart 
Sutherland 
Wallace 
Watson 
 

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP IS 
AVAILABLE. SEE DETAILS AND 
CONTACT INFORMATION ON 
PAGE 2 OF THE BROADSWORD. 

INQUIRIES INVITED FOR THOSE 
WHO WISH TO BEGIN A CLAN 
SOCIETY. 

  

Baird 
Cameron 
Campbell 
Central Nova Tourist Assoc. 
Chattan 
Chisholm 
Donald 
Douglas 
Dunbar 
Elliot 
Farquharson 
Forbes, USA 
Graham 
Gunn 
Henderson 
Keith 
Lamont, Canada 
Lamont, USA 
Logon 
MacDougall USA 
MacGillivray 
MacIntyre 
MacKenzie 
MacLean Atlantic 
Fiona MacLean Family 

Central Nova Tourist Association  
New Glasgow Festival of Tartans 
                        Pipers Picnic Society 
Pugwash Gathering &  
                       Fishing Regatta 
Scottish Society of Colchester County 
St. Andrew’s Society of Pictou County 
Tartan Gardens of Judique 
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Your  business could be 
advertised in The 

Broadsword 

A view of the Tartan Gardens of 
Judique 

We’re on the Web! 
www.scotsns.ca 

Advertiser’s  INDEX PAGE 

Artist with Brushes         9 

Celtic Cake Works       16 

D & M Brown Enterprises Ltd       15 

Highland Line International      13 

Mittens and Toques         8 

Wimsett Consulting    15 & 16 
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The Federation of Scottish Clan in Nova Scotia 


